
NUMBER  BONDS – notes for parents and teachers

I have found this method of learning Number Bonds (the relationship between numbers 
within a number) to be effective when working with children who experience difficulties 
associated with number.

Using triangles, the numbers and their relationship appear contained within a shape.

For example:

Take the second triangle in the 3 bond.

The three at the summit of the triangle is the number being dealt with – 3
The numbers at the base relate to this number.
The two sloped sides of the triangle represent minus. 

a)  3 – 1

b)  3 – 2

The number used in a) – the number 2 – is the result of this sum.

a) 3 – 1 = 2

In the same way, in b) – the number 1 is the result of the sum.

b) 3 – 2 = 1

The base line is the addition line.

c) 1+2

d) 2+1

The 3 at the summit is the result of the addition.

    c)  1+ 2 = 3

d) 2 + 1 = 3

This rule applies to each number bond.

Suggestion for teachers or parents:   Deal with only one Number Bond at a time until the 
relationship of and the numbers associated with (in this case 3) each bond are familiar and 
can be used with ease and confidence.


